SECT. I.]   VARIOUS DESCRIPTIONS OF PERSONS.    311
flushed with youth, and health, and vigour; when
all goes on prosperously, and success seems almost
to anticipate our wishes; then we feel not the want
of the consolations of religion: but when fortune
frowns, or friends forsake us; when sorrow, or sick-
ness, or old age, comes upon us, then it is, that the
superiority of the pleasures of religion is established
over those of dissipation and vanity, which are ever
apt to fly from us when we are most in want of their
aid. There is scarcely a more melancholy sight to
a considerate mind, than that of an old man, who is
a stranger to those only true sources of satisfaction.
How affecting, and at the same time how disgusting,
is it, to see such an one awkwardly catching at the
pleasures of his younger years, which are now be-
yond his reach; or feebly attempting to retain them,
while they mock his endeavours and elude his grasp !
To such an one, gloomily indeed does the evening
of life set in! All is sour and cheerless. He can
neither look backward with complacency, nor for-
ward with hope: while the aged Christian, relying
on the assured mercy of his Redeemer, can calmly
reflect, that his dismission is at hand, and that his
redemption draweth nigh: while his strength de-
clines, and his faculties decay, he can quietly repose
himself on the fidelity of G-od: and at the very
entrance of the valley of the shadow of death, he can
lift up an eye, dim perhaps, and feeble, yet occa-
sionally sparkling with hope, and confidently looking
forward to the near possession of his heavenly in-
heritance, even " to those joys which eye hath not
seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the
heart of man to conceive."*1
Never were there times which inculcated more
forcibly, than those in which we live, the wisdom of
seeking a happiness beyond the reach of human
vicissitudes. What striking lessons have we had of

